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Graduation ceremonies were held on Wednesday May 21, 1952 at Cathedral of Christ the King. 

There were 51 graduates in the class of 1952. 

Dr Downes, medical superintendent was chairman of the event. 

He noted there are now 192 students in the school of nursing and that all of last year’s graduates were successful in their Registered Nurses exam. 

He referred to the completion of 100 years of work by the Sisters of St Joseph’s, for orphans, education, hospitals and old people. 

He said that in the new services developed at St Joseph’s in the last year, the enlarging of the children’s department to 60 beds was outstanding. 

Bishop J. F. Ryan addressed the graduating class and then presented the diplomas.  The pins were pinned on the graduates by Sister Bonaventure, superintendent of Nurses.

A new feature this year was a valedictory address given by Miss Lillian Madej. 

Health Minister Paul Martin was in Hamilton to address the Hamilton Academy of Medicine.  He also attended the graduation exercises at St Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing. 

Paul Martin             Patricia               Betty

Health Minister         Hickey ’52          Loe ‘52



PRIZE WINNERS  1952

TOP ROW left to right

Lillian Madej prize for general proficiency

Lois Rahn prize for efficiency in bedside nursing

Joy Gelder prize for medical nursing and examination

Ethel May Thompson prize for obstetrical nursing and examination

MIDDLE ROW left to right

Lenore Sullivan prize for communicable disease examination

Thelma Ramsay prize for surgical nursing and examination

Mary Laurie prize for gynecological nursing and examination

Doreen Richardson prize for paediatric nursing and examination

BOTTOM ROW left to right

Glenna Bowyer prize for anatomy and physiology

Anna Kotchen prize for pathology and orthopedic examination

Joanne Grimster prize for pathology and orthopedic examination

Marilyn Reynolds            prize for public health nursing

Dorothy Stuart Canadian Nurse Award for professional development

Dorothy Gibson ’53          highest standing in theory / intermediate year

Lilian Allingham ’54        highest standing in theory / junior year



Patricia Hickey ‘52

Prize for examination of the eye, ear, nose and throat

Left    Dorothy Gibson ‘53

Prize for highest standing in theory in intermediate year

Right    Lillian Allingham ‘54

Prize for highest standing in theory in first year.

Patricia Hickey ‘52

Lillian Madej ’52

Valedictorian for

graduation ceremony



Shirley Quance ‘52

Shirley Quance ‘52

1956 Shirley convened the Graduation Dance, for the Class of 1956

It was held in the Crystal Room of the Royal Connaught Hotel with  the twelve-piece John Kostigan’s Orchestra 

Alumnae received a profit of $190.00)

1958 – 1959    Shirley served as the Secretary of the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1959                Mrs. Shirley Quance Rumbles ’52 presented a gavel to the Alumnae at an Executive meeting

1960 - 1962     Shirley served as Secretary on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1965                Previous gavel was lost at the May Reunion Dinner 1963

Mr. Al Rumbles (married to Shirley Quance Rumbles ’52) made a new one and presented it to the President

1965 – 1966    Shirley served as Representative to the R.N.A.O. and as a member of the Advisory Board on the Nurses   

Alumnae Executive 

1966 – 1967    served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive on the Advisory Board

1962 The Alumnae Executive had a review and revision of the Constitution.

The Committee was convened by Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald Marrin ‘47 

with Margaret Graff ‘61 (Sister Margaret Graff) , Mrs. Katherine Clark Towler ‘47 

and Mrs. Shirley Quance Rumble ‘52. 

Reunion Day 2007

Shirley Quance Rumbles ‘52

Shirley Quance Rumbles   Class of 52’

My name is Shirley (Quance) Rumbles and I am proud to say that I graduated from St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in the February class of ’52, 

and I am more proud of being a life member of the St. Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae Association for over 55 years.

I was a member of the executive, serving as secretary for quite a few years.

It has always been a special thing for me to look forward to, contacting the members of my class to attend the Annual Alumnae Reunion Dinner. 

Everyone looks forward to seeing fellow nursing friends. 

When you have spent three years working, laughing and spending your little spare time with them, they become part of the family.

I welcome this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Alumnae Association executive for all the work that makes the Annual reunion dinner possible.

Thank you, Shirley Rumbles

Taken from the St Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae Association “Memories, Friends and Treasures” 2015

Doreen Richardson ‘52

1973 – 1977      served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as Membership Secretary



Carol McCutcheon ’52

Carol McCutcheon ‘52 convened the Chrysanthemum Ball in 1954

It was held at the Brant Inn with music by the Highlands at Galt. 

Patricia Fletcher ‘52

1965 – 1966    served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as 2nd Vice President  

and as Program Convenor

CAPPING CEREMONY

January 31, 1952

(for the class of 1955)

CAPPING CEREMONY 1952

Candlelight Processional

“God of Loveliness” – Class Glee Club

Directed by Shirley Davidson’54 and Patricia Fletcher’52 

Address of Welcome by Shirley Davison’54 and Patricia Fletcher’52

Presentation of Caps by Sister Geraldine 

Nightingale Pledge by Sister Bonaventure

Presentation of Black Bands to Intermediate Students

God Save the King 

Reunion day 2007



Cecilia Senese

Shirley Veale

Ruth Carbert

Elaine McIntosh

Patricia Nelligan


