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Auditorium of Christ the King

Reception at Undermount 

Nurses Residence



FEBRUARY CLASS 1953

Emma Bognar

Colleen Birmingham

Agnes Clark

Mary Costie

Daphne Edmundson

Bernice Grecutie

Ruth Haines

Mary Hauser

Edna Johnston

Teresa Kingston

Joan Lynn

Helen Reimer

Dorothy Saunders

Betty Smith

Patricia Styres

Irene Zawada

SEPTEMBER CLASS 1953

Dorothy Barker Beverly Barnes

Joyce Beckett Anne Brennan

Margaret Brown Joan Convery

Pauline Cramp Theresa Damore

Barbara Devereaux Vyvyan Dermody

Marilyn Erickson Mary Lou Gavard

Dorothy Garvey Dorothy Gibson

Mary Margaret George Mary Healey

Marjorie Henderson Beverley Jennings

Anna Koabel Mary Kowalik

Joan Langford Catherine McDonald

Katherine MacLean Moira McCullough

Betty McInnes Margaret McInnes 

Yvonne Mehlenbacher Sheila Moffatt

Olga Murmylyk Gretchen Nerlich

Eileen Nugent Jenny Pastuszak

Genevieve Pawlus Joyce Parkinson

Margaret Ross Margaret Scanlon

Twila Sensebaugh Mary Simpson

Marion Stevenson Sylvia Stewart

Dorothy Thompson Elizabeth Todd

Jean Wadel Beverly Warrick

Joan Wilson Lillian Van Horne

Christmas 1953

Mary Margaret George ‘53

Undermount Stationary

Dorothy Saunders’53

1973 – 1975     Dorothy served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as 2nd Vice President

1976 – 1977     Dorothy served on the executive as Treasurer 



Sister M. Geraldine, Superintendent of the Hospital presented caps to 55 student nurses after they had completed 

5 months of preliminary training before being accepted into the St. Joseph’s School of Nursing. 

She then presented black bands to the 16 students who were entering their senior year of training. 

Sister M. Bonaventure Superintendent of Nurses, conducted the reciting of the Florence Nightingale Pledge. 

The program opened with a candlelight procession led by the 1952 graduating class, followed by 

the new senior class and then by the preliminary students. 

A social evening with refreshments followed the program. 

Those receiving black bands were Joan Lynn, Patricia Styres, Teresa Kingston, Helen Reimer, Agnes 

Clark, Edna Johnston, Ruth Haines, Mary Costie, Betty Smith, Dorothy Saunders, Irene Zowada, 

Bernice Grecuite, Daphne Edmundson, Emma Bognar, May Hauser, & Collen Birmingham. 

Agnes       Mary Lou           Grace              Mary

Clark ’53     Laur ’54      Carpenter ’54    Costie ‘53

Pauline Cramp Lepinskie’53

Pauline was a graduate with the class of 1953. She was awarded a scholarship for 

post graduate work in nursing education at the graduation ceremonies 1954.

She married Dr Fred Lepinskie (anaesthetist) and they raised 4 daughters. 

She graduated from the University of Western Ontario and went on to care for 

patients and teach nursing students at St Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton. 

Pauline loved to garden, swim in her pool, play cards, spend time in Southampton 

entertaining, cooking and baking. She loved all things sweet and chocolate, the 

colour pink and all animals. 

1st Archive Committee 1994 – 1998

Margaret Brown’53,  Edith Firmi’51,  and Frances Twist’45 

Beverly Barnes, Vyvyan Dermody 



Student Christmas Party         December 17, 1953          8:30 pm



There were 62 graduates in the class of 1953. 

Graduation ceremonies were held in the auditorium of the Cathedral of Christ the King.  

The platform was decorated in royal colours with baskets of flowers in red and gold, the picture of the Queen 

having a central position surrounded with the royal crown and other emblems. 

Bishop Ryan  commented that in a few days June 2, 1953, they would witness the coronation of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11. 

The opening prayer was given by Rt. Rev. J. A. O’Brien. 

Dr Downes, chief of staff, was the chairman for the ceremony.  

Bishop J. F. Ryan congratulated the Sisters and all who had a part in the training of the largest class ever to 

graduate at St Joseph’s. 

Dr Downes noted the Sisters of St Joseph are establishing a hospital in Brantford. 

A valedictory address was given by Pauline Cramp, a member of the graduating class. 

Bishop Ryan presented the diplomas.  

Sister Geraldine, hospital Superintendent and Sister Bonaventure superintendent of Nurses, 

pinned grad pins on each graduate. 

A reception followed at Undermount Nurses Residence. 

Stationary for invitation to Graduation ceremonies 







PRIZE WINNERS 1953

TOP ROW        

left to right          Doreen Richardson Reg. N. 1952      scholarship for post graduate work in nursing education

Aileen McPhail Reg. N.    1951          scholarship for post graduate work in nursing education

Olga Murmylyk prize for general proficiency

Daphne Edmundson                          prize for efficiency in bedside nursing

Elisabeth Todd                                    prize for examination in medicine

Marguerite Ross                                  prize for medical nursing and practice

MIDDLE ROW     

left to right           Sheila Moffat                                      prize for examination in anaesthesia

Genevieve Pawlus prize for obstetrical nursing and examination

Betty Smith                                         prize for communicable disease examination

Dorothy Gibson                                  prize for surgical nursing and examination

Anne Brennan                                    prize for gynecological nursing and examination

Anna Koabel prize for paediatric nursing and examination

BOTTOM ROW    

left to right          Gretchen Nerlich prize for anatomy and physiology

Barbara Devereaux                            prize for pathology and orthopedic examination

Helen Reimer prize for public health nursing

Marion Stevenson                              prize for examination in diseases of the eye 

Mary Kowalik prize for examination in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat 

Jeanne Wadel Canadian Nurse Award for professional development

Other prizes given                      

Mary Lou Laur ’54                           prize for highest standing in theory in intermediate year 

Myrna Reid ’55                                   prize for highest standing in theory in first year 



Betty McInnis ‘53

Betty McInnes 1953





Betty McInnes’53 was the 1st Canadian to have a book on nursing published by the C.V. Mosby Company of the U.S. 

She was a faculty member at St. Joseph’s School of Nursing.

She was a graduate in the class of 1953, worked at the Hamilton General Hospital for 

1 year and then did private duty nursing for a year. She later obtained a Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing degree at the University of Toronto.  That degree gave her teaching credentials. 

She was on the teaching staff at St Joseph’s School of Nursing for several years. 

She completed her Master of Science degree in Education at the University of Niagara, N.Y. 

1971

New self-directed two year program began at St Joseph School of Nursing. 

Students were given modules with objectives requiring knowledge, comprehension and application of information. 

They identified what they needed to learn in biology, nursing and clinical nursing. 

They were evaluated by pre-and post-tests based on these objectives. 

The pass was 100% demonstrated in discussion with their nursing teacher as well as written exams.  

To facilitate self-directed learning Betty McInnes developed many slide-tape programs and videotapes on anatomy and 

physiology and nursing skills to facilitate independent learning. 

As well, she wrote two books “Medical Asepsis” and “The Vital Signs” which students used as independent resources to 

learn the theory and skill of handwashing, isolation  techniques and each of the vital signs.  

THE VITAL SIGNS

2nd Edition

Printed in 1975

Printed by C.V.Mosby
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