
                  REUNION DAY 2023

                   CLASS OF 1963

                       CELEBRATING 60 YEARS



CLASS OF 1963                “JUNIORS”

FIRST ROW:  Arleen Gravelle, Mary Kulawic, Shirley Hopkins, M. Secord, Anne Schwenker, Mary Revell, Jacqueline Dawe, Carol Sweeney, Bonnie Richardson, Carleen Dopking

SECOND ROW:  Corrie DeGelder, M. Donnelly, Patricia Link, Anita Matelis, Mildred Lamanes, Alexandra Wright, Joyce Callaghan, S. MacKinroy, Frances Szakacs, Charlene Scime, 

                           Margaret O’Neill, Janice Stuart

THIRD ROW:  Ruth Pasquier, Dianne Morkin, Anita Kasouf, Ghislaine Dumas, Judith Blake, Barbara Hudecki, Phyllis Mancuso, Maureen Clushman, Anne Condon, Mary Graf, Eleanor McCarvel

FOURTH ROW:  Jacqueline Casey, Barbara Peterson, Barbara Saunders, Mary Taborek, Carol Lane, Brenda LaPorte, S. Bedesky, Mudite Riss, Anne MacColl, Janet Johnson

Sister Dolorosa



CLASS OF 1963        “JUNIORS”

FIRST ROW:  Karin Heimler, Dianne Thompson, Maureen Clushman, Carrol Clyde, Josephine Stutz, M. Howe, Theresa Labanowich, Carol Powers, Sylvia Evanik, Helen Bembenek

SECOND ROW:  Marilyn Ryan, Dorothy Hunchberger, Mary Iftody, Frances Szakacs, Paula Cherwaty, Maureen Curran, Anne Marie Camirand, Margaret Benz, Colette Ethier, Donna Daily, Mardi-Beth Lougheed

THIRD ROW:  Colleen Dyett, Kathy Moor, Carol Deakin, Barbara Brown, Jean Massecar, Carolyn Beaman, Donna Mitchell, Susan Hedley, Marilyn Murphy, Ruth Oliver, Elizabeth Woods, J. Essez

FOURTH ROW:  Linda Elliott, Lorna Nash, Carol Mendiuk, Carol McPherson, Barbara Burns, Barbara Peterson, Jean Pundius, Carole Ann Whelan, Barbara Milne, Marianne Stepanek, Dianna McRae



Wednesday evening August 31, 1960 the new pre-clinical students were welcomed to our 

School of Nursing at an informal get-together held on the lawn of Undermount Residence.

A warm friendly greeting was extended to these students by Cathy Farrell’61. Sister 

Virginia, Director of Nursing then addressed the group. During the evening a sing-song 

was enjoyed by all.At the end of the evening the new students were escorted upstairs to their 

new rooms by their “Big Sisters”.

Mary Graf’63

Halloween Party was held October 31st, 1960 in the auditorium. Sister Virginia 

attended and the Sisters of St Joseph judged the costumes. The class of 1963 

provided entertainment and there were sing-songs and refreshments 

Lorna Nash’63Mildred Lamanes

with her Big Sister

Judy Blake, Mary Kulawic, Estelle Misiarz

Barb          Isobel

Hudecki’63  Farrell’62

Anita Kasouf 

with her Big Sister

Carleen Dopking
Carleen Dopking Jarrett

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66

Lorna Nash Kinnear ’63

Linda Elliott ‘63

Mary Buck’56, Mrs Donna Rowe, 

Mary Boughner’48



CHRISTMAS CONCERT       1960

The concert began with the choir, under the direction of Mardi-Beth Lougheed’63. The choir sang “Carol of the Bells” and “I’ll be Home for Christmas”. The class 

then performed a skit, and then sang “Silent Night” . Santa Claus came and requested a talent show in return for presents.  The choir sand several selections. Shirley 

Hopkins provided piano accompaniment. The finale was a nativity scene As the concert closed the class of ‘63 sang their class song.                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                             

Barbara Mulholland ‘62, 

Marilyn Ryan ‘63

Peggy O’Neill, Jackie Casey, 

Barbara Brown

Carol Sweeney
Barb Robertson

Donna Mitchell, Diane McRae, Shirley Smith, Judy Blake



CAPPING

Sunday evening December 18, 1960 the class received their caps.

The whole school assembled in the Auditorium for the 1st evening Capping Ceremony in the history of the school. Together they recited the Jean 

Mance Pledge then one by one each member of the class moved forward to receive her cap from Sister Superior Sister St. Paul and Sister Virginia.

After each student had their cap in place, the senior students gave each of them a Florence Nightingale lamp and lit it with a taper. They then made 

their way to the chapel. 

After returning to the auditorium, the intermediate class received their year pins and the senior class received their school ring. Each of these were 

presented by Sister Virginia.

The evening concluded with a social time with refreshments and a sing-song and congratulations from the seniors.

Jean Massecar’63

Corrie DeGelder, Karin Heimler, Theresa Labanowich,   Dorothy Hunchberger,  Mary Revell, 

Joyce Callaghan, Marie Howe

Millie Lamanes, Carol Clyde, Carol Powers, Kathy Moor, 

Arlene Gravelle,  S. McEnroy  

December 18, 1960

Carleen Dopking, Sylvia Evanik

Paula Cherwaty, Carol Deakin Sister Virginia



1st year

Barb Mulholland’62, Peggy Gullett’61 – Editor, 

Shirley Hopkins’63, Connie Burns’61

NCIL      1st year

Seated:  Cathy Farrell’61, Donna Tier’61 – President, 

               Valerie Warne’61

Standing:  Barb Hudecki’63, Stephanie Gabriel’62,   

                 Mary Jessop’62,   Lois Balfe’62                    

ABSENT:  Mary Ellen Reaume’61 

Carol Ann Whelan

TEACHERS                       1ST year

TOP ROW:  Mary Boughner’48,  Mrs Rowe,  Mrs Marie MacDonald,  Jennie Vacola’54, Marie Andreychuk’54,                  

                     Violet Jennings’38,  Carrol Karsten’56

BOTTOM ROW:  Frances Ciancone’57,  Irene McInnes DeCoste’56,  Doreen Duncan’55, Pat LaFlamme Savelli’57,   

                       Lorraine Luca’57,  Theresa Malone’56,  Mary Buck’56 

FRONT ROW:  Joyce Callaghan, Helen Bembenek, Sylvia Evanik

BACK ROW:    Carol Lane, Brenda LaPorte, Marianne Stepanek, 

                          Colleen Dyett
Back Row:  Instructor, Earlene Milner’62, Instructor, 

                    Cathy Farrell’61, Carole Austin’61

Front Row:  Ruth Oliver, Instructor, Isobel Farrell’62 

Barb Hudecki Barlow ‘63

with her mother

Leona Johnson Hudecki ‘41

Jean Pundius, Ann Schwenker



May Crowning took place in the hospital chapel May 1961.

Student nurses in their blue and white uniforms moved slowly down the centre aisle towards the sanctuary filled with 

beautiful flowers, singing “Bring flowers of the Fairest”. In front of the nurses was a banner of Our Blessed Mother, 

followed by Lois Balfe’62 carrying a tiny crown of flowers to be placed on the head of the Virgin Mary. A wreath of lilies to 

be put at our Ladies feet was carried by Stephanie Gabriel’62.  Ruth Crabbe’62 placed the crown on Our Mother’s head. 

Kathy Moor ‘63

Marian Day was held May 28, 1961. It was held at the Civic Stadium.

Catholic students of St Joseph’s School of Nursing were among the 25,000 people gathered for the occasion. 

Junior Retreat was held on October 18, 19, and 20th 1961.

Mary Graf’63

Anne Pollack, Mary Graf, Arleen Gravelle

1st year

Marilyn Ryan’63, Joann Reuter’61 – Social Convenor, 

Lindy Fletcher’61, Susan Smith’62

Mary Graf, Carol Sweeney

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66, Marianne Stepanek’63

Janice Gowland, Ann Schwenker, 

Donna Mitchell



CLASS OF 1963               2nd year

SEATED:  Dianne Morkin, Carleen Dopking, Janice Gowland, Mary Revell, Josephine Stutz, Bonnie Richardson, Charlene Scime, Dorothy Hunchberger, Jacqueline Dawe, Carol Powers, 

                  Karin Heimler, M. Secord, Helen Bembenek, Joyce Callaghan, Sylvia Evanik, Diane McRae

SECOND ROW:  Ruth Oliver, Jean Pundius, Judith Blake, Jean Massecar, Paula Cherwaty, Arleen Gravelle, Estelle Misiarz, Carolyn Beaman, Annie Pollack, Carrol Clyde, Anne Schwenker, 

                 Margaret Benz, Anne Condon, Colette Ethier, Lorna Nash, Alexandra Wright, Mildred Lamanes, Carol Lane, Colleen Dyett, Shirley Smith, Marilyn Murphy, Shirley Hopkins

THIRD ROW:  Donna Mitchell, Marianne Stepanek, Ghislaine Dumas, Barbara Milne, Catherine Moor, Theresa Labanowich, Barbara Hudecki, Mary Graf, Elizabeth Woods, Mudite Riss, 

                 Janice Stuart, Anne Marie Camirand, Barbara Peterson, Carol Deakin, Barbara Brown, Patricia Link, Carol Sweeney, Carol McPherson, Corrie DeGelder, Maureen Curran, 

                 Jaqueline Casey, Mary Iftody, Susan Hedley

FOURTH ROW:  D. Bailey, Frances Szakacs, Barbara Burns, Anne MacColl, Barbara Saunders, Bonnie Robertson, Mary Taborek, Carol Mendiuk, Brenda LaPorte, Anita Matelis, J. Essez, 

                     Linda Elliott, Marilyn Ryan, Phyllis Mancuso, Mardi Beth Lougheed, Dianne Thompson, Eleanor McCarvel, Margaret O’Neill, Carole Ann Whelan, Anita Kasouf

Sister Dolorosa



S.U.M.O.      1st year

Standing:  Dale Robb’61, Josephine Stutz’63

Seated:  Ann Waldron’61, Connie Burns’61

STUDENT COUNCIL

TOP ROW:  Ruth Crabbe’62, Karen Goodbrand’64, Jacqueline Bartscher’64,

                     Karin Heimler’63

SEATED:  Lois Balfe’62, Pat Gilbert’62, Stephanie Gabriel’62 – President, 

                   Barb Hudecki’63, Janice Stuart’63

YEARBOOK COMMITTEE

SEATED:  Barb Mulholland’62 - Editor, Peggy Ball’62    

                   Hilarie Cornell’62 – Picture Editor

STANDING:  Shirley Hopkins’63, Sally Crawford’64                     

SPORTS COMMITTEE

Helen McKay’62, Isobel Farrell’62 – Chairman, Eleanor Carvel’63

NURSING SERVICE

Diane Rundle’58, Mary Buck’56, Mary Boughner’48

TEACHERS                       2nd year

TOP ROW: Sally Robey’58, Betty McInnes’53, Violet Jennnings’38, Carrol Karsten’56, 

                   Mary Lepinskie’48

FIRST ROW: Loretta Salciccioli’58, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54, Frances Ciancone’57, 

                    Doreen Duncan’55, C. Kowalski’54, Christine Guzda’59 

Judy Blake, Mary Taborek, Carleen Dopking

Barbara Hudecki



S.U.M.O.

Margaret Lowes’62, Coleen Blair’62, L. Sherry

ABSENT:  Ruth Oliver’63

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Sylvia Evanik’63, Susan Smith’62 – Chairman, Norma Bauslaugh’62,

ABSENT:  Eleanor Grimm ‘64

TEACHERS                       2nd  year

TOP ROW: Sally Rohey’58, Mrs L. Meehan, Madeline Rowe’58,  Violet Jennings’38, 

                 Anne LoSchiavo’56, Doreen Duncan’55, Carol Anne Vair’60, Marilyn Ray’58, Helen Mauro’58

FIRST ROW:  Frances Ciancone’57, Irene McInnis DeCoste’56, Carrol Karsten’56, Loretta Salciccioli’58, 

                     Theresa Malone’56, Joan LaFortune’58, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54

Carol Mendiuk, Jan Stuart, Linda Elliott, Phyllis Mancuso

Annie Pollack, Alexandra Wright, Barb Hudecki

Mary Taborek’63

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66



Marilyn Murphy, Anne Marie Camirand 

Ruth McCluskey’62, Ann Woods, Barbara Burns, Donna 

Horne’62, Marilyn Murphy, Anne Marie Camirand, Instructor

Anne Marie Camirand, Marilyn Murphy

Marilyn Murphy, Marie Camirand

Jean Pundius

Jean Pundius, Mary Revell

Carleen Dopking

RHAPSODY IN BLUE

Janet Johnson

Mary Revell

Carleen Dopking

Marilyn Murphy, Janice Gowland, Phyllis Mancuso, 

Madeline Rowe’58, Marilyn Ryan

Marianne Stepanek, Carol Powers

Carol Powers

Jean Pundius’63, 

Janina Muta Berenyi’65



Mildred Lamanes, Barb Hudecki, Ruth Oliver, Joyce 

Callaghan, Donna Mitchell, Anita Kazouf, Carleen Dopking

Linda Elliott, Barb Robertson, Janice Stuart, 

Jackie Casey, Mary Secord, Mardi-Beth Lougheed, 

Anne MacColl, Ann-Marie Camirand, 

Carleen Dopking, Jean Massecar

Mary RevellFrances Szakacs
Marianne Stepanek

PSYCHIATRIC AFFILIATION

This affiliation was for 3 months at the Ontario Hospital.

Our education was not limited to psychiatry. We became skilled at scrabble, rummy, bowling and 

badminton, mainly due to the competition from the patients.

We realized more than ever that  nursing serves the needs of the mind and spirit as well as the body. 

Donna Mitchell’63

Pat Iftody, affiliates x2, Mary Taborek

Piper Michael Cuffe, Judy Blake, 

Mary Taborek, Marianne Stepanek 



Joan Mason’58

Director of Education

Sister Virginia Hanlon’45

Director of Nursing

Irene MacInnis DeCoste’56

Mrs J. Barnes

Librarian, Fontbonne

NURSING SERVICE

Dale Field’62, Diane Rundle’58, M Boughner’48, Mary Lepinskie’48

INSTRUCTORS

SEATED: Theresa Malone‘56, Sister Maris Stella’56,  Frances Ciancone’57

STANDING: Mrs Meehan, Carol Anne Vair’60, Betty McInnes’53, Doreen Duncan’55, 

                     Christine Guzda’59, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54, Isabel Kerr’60, 

                      Carrol Karsten’56, Violet Jennings’38, Patricia McCabe’60, Betty Maloney’62

Estelle Misiarz, Donna Mitchell, Theresa Labanowich, 

Paula Cherwaty, Anita Kasouf, Joyce Callahan 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Sylvia Evanik’63, Anita Matelis’63 – Chairman, Patricia Farrell’65

Rhapsody in Blue was held February 1, 1963. Each month a dance was held at the 

residence including a Christmas Dance.

In May, Red Rose Ball was the 1st social function to be held in the new gymnatorium

 in Fontbonne Hall 

Joan LaFortune Mason’58, Marianna Stepanek,

Barb Hudecki 

Janice Gowland, Maureen Clushman  



YEARBOOK STAFF          3rd year

FRONT ROW:  Brenda LaPorte’63, Shirley Hopkins’63 – Editor, 

                           Judith Gray’64 – Assistant Editor

BACK ROW:   Diane McRae’63 – Photographer, Donna Sabo’65, 

                        Marilyn Murphy’63 – Photographer, Jeannine Heil’65

ABSENT:      Lynda Murphy’64

STUDENT COUNCIL

The responsibilities and functions of our committee encircle the wants and needs of the 

student body. This year much attention has been focused on Fontbonne Hall. With the 

formation of this beautifully comfortable new residence, has come and is yet to come, a 

greater student population. As numbers increase, so increases the hazard of losing unity. 

Thus one of our aims for this year is to increase School Spirit, which in turn bring unity. 

We have worked together on Bake Sales, are now planning a chocolate Sale to help 

Missionary work in South America and have social functions all of which provide 

common interests for students and tend to unite them as a body. Our 2nd aim is to help 

furnish our recreation room by donating profits from our various function to the cause. 

The change of residence has necessitated alteration, reinforcement and addition to 

previous regulations. 

STUDENT COUNCIL       3rd year

FRONT ROW:  Dorothy Hunchberger’63 – Secretary, J anice Stuart’63 – Vice President,           

                          Barbara Hudecki’63 – President, Marianne Stepanek’63 

BACK ROW:  Gloria Delcol’64 – Treasurer, Carolyn Crown’64 – 2nd Vice President, 

                        Arlene Hayter’65,  Irene Sokol’64

SPORTS COMMITTEE

Jeanne Sarjeant’64, Marilyn Ryan’63 – Chairman, 

Sandra Eedy’65

Extracurricular activities for the student body included 

bowling, bridge, swimming and golf. 

S.U.M.O.

Sharlene Duc’64, Barbara Saunders’63 - Chairman, 

Ruth Oliver’63, Carole Reichheld’64

In the spring of 1963, SUMO moved to the 7th floor, Fontbonne Hall

Mary Kulawic, Paula Cherwaty, Pat Iftody, 

Carol Lane, Anita Kasouf, Mildred Lamanes

Reunion Day 2018

Carleen Dopking Jarrett ’63, Shirley Anne Wray ’55, Mary Taborek ‘63



H.S.N.A.         “Hamilton Student Nurses Association”

A new association of the 3 school of nursing in Hamilton – McMaster, Hamilton Civic 

and St Joseph’s. Its main objective is to promote unity and fellowship among these 

schools of nursing.

There are 4 representatives from each school of nursing.

Mary Beaudoin’64 (S.J.H.H.), Corinne Jackson’64 (S.J.H.H)., L. Terrio (H.G.H.), 

J. James (H.G.G.)  P. Preece (Mac), Miss Kurschke (Advisor), C. Philp (Mac),

 J. Radforth (Mac), Linda Bodkin’65 (S.J.H.H.), Anita Matelis’63 (S.J.H.H.) 

INTERMEDIATE – SENIOR RETREAT

The annual intermediate – senior retreat was conducted un the 

spiritual guidance of Rev. Father McCarthy. 

                                                                                Marilyn Murphy’63
Miss M. McKenna

Activities Director, Fontbonne

Estelle Misiarz, Annie Pollock, 

Marietta Pupo’64

Barbara Saunders’63

Linda Elliott, Zan Wright

Carole Ann Whelan

BLACK BAND DANCE

The music was provided by “Al and Jim Rolls” with a variety of old time 

modern tunes. Students and their dates offered a toast to the coming year, as 

Miss LaFortune’58, our class advisor, presented us with an anniversary 

cake. 

Theresa Labanowich
Maureen Clushman

Linda Elliott

Sister Patricia Hanlon’50, Barb Hudecki’63,

Arleen Gravelle ‘63 
Estelle Misiarz, Eleanor McCarvel, 

Anne Schwenker



BLACK BANDS

August 22, 1962 the class of ‘63 received their black bands.

They received their black velvet ribbons at 4 o’clock in the 

afternoon. Following the ceremony they proceeded to the 

cafeteria for a specially prepared meal 

Front Left:  Barb Saunders, Anita Matelis,                            

                    Ruth Oliver, Marianne Stepanik

Front right: Phyllis Mancuso, Jan Stuart,  

                    Mudite Riss

Marilyn Murphy, Diane McRae, Joan LaFortune’58, 

Carol Powers, Dorothy Hunchberger

Diane McRae, Karin Heimler, Marianne Stepanik, Carol Powers, 

Dorothy Hunchberger, Shirley Smith, Ruth Oliver, 

Carol Mendiuk, Dianne Morkin

Sue Hedley, Pat Iftody, Helen Bembenek, 

Corrie DeGelder, Sylvia Evanik, Carleen Dopking

Phyllis Mancuso, Jackie Dawe, Carol Powers, 

Anita Matelis, Judy Essex, Anne MacColl, 

Dorothy Hunchberger 

Marg Benz, Modite Riss, Ann Woods

Anne Marie Camirand, 

Mardi Beth Lougheed, 

Barbara Peterson,

Bonnie Richardson

Bonnie Richardson, Anne Condon, 

Lorna Nash,  Karin Heimler
Theresa Lebanowich, Sylvia Evanik Barb Milne, Ruth Pasquier,   Paula Cherwaty    



Nurses Alumnae Chrysanthemum Ball

November 9, 1962

Crystal Ballroom, Connaught Hotel

Theme is “Autumn Leaves”

Dancing 9pm to 1am to Wally Mack’s Orchestra

$4 per couple         Formal / Semi Formal  

CHRYSANTHEMUM BALL

The ball was sponsored by the St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae.

The theme of Autumn Leaves was carried out with miniature 

trees laden with rust, gold and red bows.  

Mardi-Beth Lougheed’63

Mudite Riss, Barb PetersonJeannie Pundius, Eleanor McCarvel, 

Marg Benz, Mary Revell

Jan Stuart
BACK:   Pat Iftody, Ann Condon, Mary Taborek, Frances Szakas, Estelle Misiarz,  

               Judy Blake

FRONT:  Carleen Dopking, Mary Kulawick, Anne Schwenker,  Arleen Gravelle   

Barb Hudecki’63, Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66

Carleen Dopking Jarrett’63, 

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66

Janice Gowland Peet ’63

Connie Beamer Prowse’69



Rhapsody In Blue                February 1, 1963

The 4th annual Rhapsody in Blue was held in the Crystal Ballroom of the Royal 

Connaught Hotel. A blue and silver night formed the theme for the beautiful 

decorations. Music was provided by the Ron Metcalfe Orchestra  

Dr and Mrs Willliams, 

Barb Hudecki’63, Anita Matelis’63, Carol Anne Vair’60

Marilyn Murphy, Diane McRae

Arleen Gravelle, Diane McRae, Estelle Misiarz, Marilyn Murphy, Kathy Moor

Kathy Moor, Marilyn Murphy, Diane McRae, 

Annie Pollock, Estelle Misiarz

Marilyn Murphy

Marilyn Murphy

Estelle Misiarz, Pat Link

Barb Robertson

Joyce Callaghan

Shirley Smith

Sylvia Evanik

Marilyn Murphy

Theresa Lebanowich

Patricia Mendiuk’66, 

Mary Taborek’63



MOTHER – FATHER – DAUGHTER  BANQUET

The banquet was held in the Sheraton Room of the Royal Connaught Hotel. As our parents entered the room, each 

Mother received a corsage and each Father received a carnation as a small expression of our gratitude to them.

Father Beaudry lead us in grace. This was followed by a delicious turkey dinner. 

Mr. Wm Foley was the guest speaker. 

Head Table:  Marilyn Ryan, Barb Hudecki

Marilyn Ryan’63

Colleen Dyett Mercuri, Helen Bembenek Samuels, Sylvia Evanik Boyko, Carol McPherson Muir

attending 20 year reunion 

Barb Hudecki’63, Toni Corrado’66

Janice Gowland 



RED ROSE BALL

The Red Rose Ball, the class of ‘63 – uniform dance- was held on May 17, 1963. It was 

the 1st dance to be held in the  gymnatorium of the new residence. The ball was 

organized by the class of 1964 and 1965.

As students entered the gaily decorated gymnatorium, a red rose was pinned on their 

bib by the intermediate students. Dancing commenced at 8:30 pm to the music of the 

Ron Bentley Orchestra. Dancingcontinued until 12 midnight.

Crowning of the Red Rose Queen took place at 10 pm. The Red Rose Queen was chosen  

by the graduating class. 

Diane McRae

Front row: Sylvia Evanik, Diane McRae, Helen Bembenek

Back Row: Joyce Callahan, Shirley Hopkins, Carol Lane, 

                  Colleen Dyett 

Lois Balfe’62, last year’s Queen, crowning Diane McRae ’63

Carol McPherson and Sylvia Evanik are her princesses.

Carleen Dopking, Donna Jackson, Mary Taborek, 

Janina Muta’65, Marianne Stepanik, Jackie Casey, Marilyn Ryan

Carleen Dopking, Mary Taborek

Barb Hudecki, Judy Blake

R.N.A.O. TEA                      May 15, 1963.

Graduating classes of the nursing schools of 

Hamilton Civic Hospital, McMaster University 

and St Joseph’s Hospital were the guests of the 

Registered Nurse’s Association of Ontario, 

District #4, in the new gymnatorium 

at Fontbonne Hall.  

Dianne Thompson’63



Ann Woods, Mudite Riss, Barb Brown,

 Ruth Pasquier, Bonnie Richardson

Carol Deakin

Sue Hedley

Josie Stutz

Barb Hudecki, Joyce Callahan, 

Millie Lamanes, Mary Revell

Lorna Nash

Dorothy Hunchberger, 

Diane Morkin, Carol Power

Diane McRae, Jackie Dawe,

Millie Lamanes, Ruth Oliver

Millie Lamanes, 

Bonnie Richardson, 

Carol Sweeney

Janice Gowland, 

Phyllis Mancuso

Mary Revell, 

Carol Sweeney

Frances Szakacs

Anne Marie Camirand, 

Marilyn Murphy

Ruth Oliver

Marg Benz, Mudite Riss

Marilyn Murphy, Micky 

McPherson, Estelle Misiarz, 

Kathy Moor

Diane McRae

Jackie Casey Diane McRae, Marilyn Murphy

Marilyn Murphy, Barb Richardson, 

Kathy Moor

Mary Graf

Jackie Dawe, Barb Robertson

Sister Dolorosa

Anne Marie Camirand, 

Carol Powers, Anita Matelis

Millie Lamanes, Ruth Oliver, 

Donna Horne’62

Carol LaneDiane McRae

Carole Ann Whelan, Colleen Dyett, 

Marilyn Murphy, Sylvia Evanik

Ann Woods, Linda Elliott, 

Theresa Lebanowich

Marilyn Ryan, Barb Hudecki, Mary Taborek, 

Carleen Dopking, Brenda LaPorte

Theresa Labanowich ’63, Sister Eileen

Sister Mary Daniel’47, 

Mary Taborek’63



Arlene Gravelle

Diane McRae

Linda Elliott, 

Barb Hudecki Linda Elliott, 

Charlene Scime

Joyce Callahan, Linda Elliott, Marilyn Ryan,

Pat Iftody, Mardi-Beth Lougheed, Phyllis Mancuso, 

Carol Powers, Helen Bembenek, Carol Mendiuk 
Carol Powers, 

Dorothy Hunchberger

Anita Matelis, Barb Saunders, 

Phyllis Mancuso

Janina Muta Berenyi’65, Mary Taborek’63, Derek McNally,

Anne Conden’63, Barb Hallam’66, Sara Blok Muys’66 
Bonnie Richardson, Janice Gowland

Sylvia Evanik’63,

 Cheryl Gravelin’66

A Moment In Time

this print was signed by the artist,  inside the glass frame & also on the outside for a 

class member. The frame is “hunter green” in colour . There also is a plaque attached 

to the frame stating  “In memory of the class of 1963”.

The picture was donated in 2003 for their 40th Anniversary

Donna Jackson, Judy Blake, 

Marianne Stepanek

Donna Jackson, Judy Blake, 

Marianne Stepanek

Barb Hudecki, Charlene Scime



Graduation 

Wednesday May 22, 1963

3 p.m.

Cathedral Girls High School Auditorium





Anne Schwenker Marilyn Ryan

Carole Ann Whelan

Ruth Oliver, Helen Bembenek, 

Annie Pollack

Helen Bembenek, 

Josie Stutz Charlene Scime

Diane McRae

Carleen Dopking

Graduation Breakfast

Left: Pat Iftody, Shirley Smith, Anita Matelis, Kathy Moor

Right: Carol Mendiuk, Dorothy Hunchberger 

Karin Heimler, 

Marilyn Ryan,

 Barb Robertson, 

Jan Stuart

Lorna Nash, Dorothy Hunchberger, Carol Powers

Mary Kulawic, Estelle Misiarz, Anne Condon, Colleen Dyett 

Mary Taborek, 

Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54

Carleen Dopking Jarrett’63



Marianne Stepanek, Bonnie Richardson Nixon, 

Brenda LaPorte Richter

ALUMNAE BANQUET

May 8, 1963, the graduating class of 1963 was the guest of honour of the St Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae.

The Annual Reunion Dinner was held in the Crystal Room at the Sheraton Connaught Hotel.

A delicious meal was served. Dr. I. Laird was the guest speaker

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 1st graduating class of our school. 

The evening closed with a short business meeting. 

1963 Graduation Dinner

Guest Speaker Isabel Laird MA , B.Ed 

,Assistant Professor of Psychology

Queen’s University

GRADUATION 1963

Alumnae President:
Mrs Russell Fletcher (Ila Dixie Watts ’47)

Vice Presidents:
Mrs Maurice Hastings (Mary Ruf ’32)
Mrs Thomas Radigan (Maureen Arbour ’57)
Mrs Angus Lyall (Patricia Fletcher ’52)

Secretary:
Mrs Lloyd Towler (Katherine Clark ’47)

Treasurer:
Mrs John Campbell (Ada Burkholder ’47)

Membership Secretary:
Mrs Ernest Blackwell (Margaret Eano ’41)

Alumnae had presented a record player and 
a television set to the new nurses residence, 
Fontbonne Hall, and some furniture for the 

recreation room.

Alumnae had collected $1500, half of the 
money needed to bring an African student to 

St Joseph’s by September

Alumnae members assisted with public tours 
when the new hospital opened.

Mary Taborek ‘63
     Mass Coordinator                          2011 - 2018



PRIZE WINNERS      1963

Shirley Smith  Scholarship for post graduate study in nursing service administration        Given by St Joseph Hospital Auxiliary

Barbara Hudecki   Scholarship for post graduate study in nursing service administration        Given by St Joseph Hospital Medical Staff

Carol Powers  Scholarship for post graduate study in nursing education        Given by St Joseph Hospital Medical Staff

Marianne Stepanik Prize for General Proficiency in senior Year         Given by Dr O.J. Newell

Marietta Pupo ’64 Prize for General Proficiency in Intermediate Year          Given by 67th  University Battery Chapter, I.O.D.E.

Lucy Kaminskas ’65 Prize for General Proficiency in Junior Year          Given by Margaret Gage Burkholder Chapter, I.O.D.E.

  

Marianne Stepanek

Marilyn Murphy McInnes, Diane McRae Russell,

Annie Pollack Starr, Marianne Stepanek 

Mary Taborek
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GRADUATION DANCE

Graduation dance was held on Friday May 24, 1963. 

The dance was held at the Brant Inn and sponsored by the St Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae.

The evening was convened by Helen Crotty Glinka’56.

Graduates of’63 were seated to the left of the ballroom and the music was supplied by Wally Mack Orchestra. 

Cigarettes, matches and programmes were generously donated. The price was $4.00 per couple.

Shirley Hopkins’63

Carleen Dopking

Ruth Pasquier, Carol Deakin, Maureen Clushman, 

Barb Brown, Carrol Clyde

Helen Bembeneck 

Jeannie Pundius
Barb Hudecki, Maureen Curran, Jackie Casey

Theresa Labanowich, 

Charlene Scime

Jean Pundius was a graduate of St Joseph’s School of Nursing in the class of 1963.

Following her nursing career Jeannie decided to pursue her love of classical music and received a diploma in music

from Mohawk College, then a Bachelor of Arts degree in music from McMaster University.

She was the principal bassoonist for Symphony Hamilton and played with various other orchestras over the years. 

She was an avid bridge player, member of the Red Hat Society and Ancaster Gardening Club. 

1969 – 1970           Jean served on the St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae Executive as the prize convenor 



Thursday October 18, 1962

$9,000,000 was raised by the government and municipal grants along with the contributions from the citizens of Hamilton. The 400 bed addition serves all 

fields of hospital administration. New operating rooms, admitting and emergency departments together with dietary facilities use new designs in automation 

to lessen and simplify hospital methods and medical care. The patient care areas on the 3rd to 7th floor use intercom systems to allow conversation between 

patients and the nurse. Cross contamination has been cut down to a minimum by having a cupboard in each room for sterile supplies and another cupboard 

for dirty supplies. All these conveniences will enable the nurse to spend more time with her patients and increase the nursing care each receives. 

Opening Ceremonies included addresses from Joseph Pigott (Pigott Construction), Mayor Lloyd D Jackson,  Right Rev. J. A. O’Brien, 

and the Honourable John P. Robarts, Premier of Ontario 

Cathy Moor’63

A guard of honour formed by the student nurses directed the dignitaries

 to the main doors where a gold key was presented to Mr Pigott 

and the new wing was announced officially opened.
Tours of the new hospital were conducted by the students.

Carol Saunders

Mary BenzMary Grace Wing

Mary Taborek’63, Carol Mielko’58



October 18, 1962 

Sister Mary Grace Wing was officially opened by Premier John P. Robarts. 

The key to the new building was presented by J. M. Pigott chairman of St Joseph’s lay advisory board. 

The postmaster - general Mrs. Ellen Fairclough brought greetings from Prime Minister John Diefenbaker and the 

Honourable  J. Waldo Monteith minister of National Health and Welfare. 

Cathedral Girls High School Band provided music for the event. 

Official opening of the Mary Grace Wing October 18, 1962

     Premier          Mother Alacoque     Sister St. Paul     Mayor Lloyd    William      Postmaster-General

John Robarts            Hayes                        Lardie               Jackson           Scully         Ellen Fairclough

Barb Saunders

Carol Powers

Janet Johnson

Instructor, Mary Taborek

Carleen Dopking, Donna Jackson, Janice Gowland, Paula Cherwaty
Concetta Savino’57, 

Carol McPherson’63



History of St Joseph’s School of Nursing begins with the opening of St Joseph’s Hospital in 1890

June 1890 St Joseph’s opened with a bed capacity of 25 under the direction of Mother Phillip.

Since then, nursing has undergone many changes. The hospital possessed few labour – saving devices. No personal sacrifice was felt too 

great for those pioneer Sisters .

1911 due to the growth of the hospital, the Sisters decided to open a school for lay nurses. In September 1911 the first students were enrolled. 

The nurses’ residence at the time was the Adam Brown Residence, the site of Undermount. 

Nurses’ uniforms, the traditional blue and white was identical with that of to-day with the exception of the collar and other modifications 

necessary to befit the times. All uniforms were made at home, according to specifications. The cap of the school was given as the probationer 

was deemed worthy of it. Hours of duty were long. One hour off duty permitted for rest and recreation was a privilege. Lectures were given 

after duty hours by doctors. 

January 1915 was the 1st nurses’ graduation. Huge bouquets of pink roses were presented to the graduates. 

1920 the government planned for registration of nurses. Student enrollment at this time was 50. 

Undermount Nurses Residence opened November 28, 1922

Enrollment increased. 

1947, Oakbank and Marygrove residence were purchased. Parham staff residence was built for the occupancy of graduate staff in the 

hospital. 

Student enrollment continued to increase. The Sisters of St Joseph started to plan the construction of a new nurses residence. 

Marygrove, Oakbank and Parham residences were demolished.  Construction began in the spring of 1961 and the residence was ready for 

occupancy in February 1963.

Most Reverend J.F. Ryan, the Bishop of Hamilton bestowed his blessing on our new building. 

Welcoming Bishop Ryan 

to the new Fontbonne Nurses Residence
Student nurses provided a 

Guard of Honour for Bishop Ryan.

Inside one of the lounges

Our New Home   -   Fontbonne Hall

VOX OMNIUM 1963



Fontbonne Hall Residence was opened in 1963   
         The building was named after the founder of the St Joseph Order – Mother St John Fontbonne 

 It is an 8 storey building. The exterior is blue and gray brick with marble trim.  In front is a large lawn with many shrubs, light 
standards lining the main driveway and flower gardens. 

    1st floor had classrooms, offices for administrative staff, a fully equipped laboratory for scientific experiments, and a large library 
covering all fields of medicine and nursing.

                Front entrance was on James St. South with a waiting room for friends and visitors.
                Switchboard was located near the front entrance with communications to each room in the residence.
                Large gymnatorium s located to the south of the 1st floor for use by the students for sports and meetings.

                Floors 2, 3, and 4 had private rooms and were occupied by the senior students.
                Floors 5, 6 and 7 had double rooms and were occupied by the second year students
 Each of these floors had 2 larger rooms for student council executive or for 
               visiting guests.

                On each floor there was a lounge and a fully equipped kitchen
 The roof was divided into games and T.V. area. 
 A television and stereo had been donated by the Alumnae. 

Mrs McKenna with 2 students

March 1963 Alumnae bought a Hi-fi record player and television for the new  

                             nursing residence to be placed in the 8th floor recreational area.

         Dessert Bridge party was held - $1.00 admission. 

Colleen Dyett, Janice Gowland, Judy Blake Anne Schwenker, Donna Jackson
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Barbara Hudecki Barlow   Class of 1963

 

The Alumnae has meant the world to me. The Mass and the dinner have been a bright light in 

my life since graduating in 1963. Every year I try to get out to this function, because it gives me such a 

feeling of pride, that I wouldn’t miss it for anything. The Mass has always been the greatest part of the 

day. Sister Mary Virginia welcomes us with open arms, and such a good sense of humour. The Priest 

that the Alumnae invites to say the Mass, has always been very Interesting and inspiring. The music and 

the songs during the mass are so uplifting. Every year the delicious menu, the draws and prizes, the 

speeches and roll call are so much fun. I look forward to seeing my classmates, every year---some of 

them, every five years---most of them. I love seeing and talking with my nurse educators, and nurses 

from all the years that I have gotten to know and love, from going to Alumnae day. The older I get, the 

more I enjoy and appreciate this day.  

The Alumnae is made up of a sisterhood of kind, caring, and compassionate nurses, both male 

and female. On no other day, have I been made aware of this fact, than last year’s Alumnae day (2014). 

I was diagnosed with a rare neurological disease, for which there is no cure (MSA-P). I received such 

warmth, caring, and compassion from every nurse, every class…every minute.  They offered help, they 

offered hope, and they offered prayers.  I would like to sincerely thank all the nurses, who served in any 

capacity, both in the past as well as in the present, for all their hard work and dedication to our 

Alumnae. They have always done a sensational job. 

 

Thank you St. Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae and a big HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 

AND GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLESS ISABEL KERR. 

Barbara Barlow   Class of ‘63

Barbara was a graduate from St Joseph School of Nursing in the class of 1963.

 She was given an award for post-graduate study in nursing administration

She continued to study at U of T before returning as Head Nurse in the Emergency Department  at St Joseph’s 

Hospital in Hamilton. 

Barbara later worked for 15 years as a Cancer Information Specialist for the Canadian Cancer Society. She also 

served as a volunteer for St Ann’s in Ancaster and found a true passion for the RCIA program, sponsoring a 

number of new Catholics along the way. 

Sylvia Evanik

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen’66, Mary Taborek’63, 

Lucy Parkinson Adams’60, Marianne Stepanek’63

Josephine Stutz, Mildred Lamanes



Donna Mitchell Jackson, Judy Blake Garner

Anita Kasouf,  Pat Iftody,  Josephine StutzAnita Matelis
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Front row:    Millie Lamanes, Barbara Milne, Charlene Scime, Diane McRae, Helen Bembenk, Linda Elliott, Carleen Dopking, Janice Gowland, Bonnie Richardson, Colleen Dyett

Secnd Row:  Mary Kulawic, Estelle Misiarz, Anne Condon, Arleen Gravelle, Mardi Beth Lougheed, Ann Woods, Lorna Nash, Anita Matelis, Frances Szakacs, Pat Iftody, Karin Heimler, Marianne Stepanik, Theresa Labanowich

Third Row:  Judy Blake, Mary Taborek, Donna Mitchell 



Reunion Day 2023             Class of 1963         Celebrating 60 Years

BACK ROW:  Marilyn Murphy McInnes, Dianna McRae Russell, Anne Condon Hockey, Pat Iftody Vaillancourt,  Anne Schwenker Roscoe, Marianne Stepanek, 

                       Judy Blake Garner, Charlene Scime Cruz

FRONT ROW:  Mildred Lamanes Wunderlich, Arlene Gravelle Gaspar, Jackie Dawe Yundt, Karin Heimler Schertzer, Ann Woods Hier, Estelle Misiraz Sobkowich, 

                       Mary Kulawic Hildreth, Mary Taborek, Donna Mitchell Jackson 

Material in this presentation was gathered 

from several sources:

   Vox Omnium Yearbook 1961

   Vox Omnium Yearbook 1962

  Vox Omnium Yearbook 1963

-newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

-Alumnae Minutes & articles from the 

archives at the Motherhouse 

-photos from reunion day celebrations

Special thanks to 

Mary Taborek

Judy Blake Garner

providing their photos and information 

and for  identifying their classmates. 

Milldred Lamanes, Frances Szakacz Pat Iftody, Marianne Stepanek, Helen Bembenek, Theresa Labanowich

Lorna Nash, Arleen Gravelle, Anne Schwenker, Janice Gowland 
Linda Elliott, Mary Taborek, Janice Gowland, Dorothy Hunchberger, 

Barbara Peterson, Donna Jackson, Ann Woods, Marilyn Ryan, Marianne Stepanek
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