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CLASS OF 1951

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS





Graduation ceremonies held on Wednesday May 30, 1951 at Cathedral of Christ the King. 
There were 53 graduates in the class of 1951

About 200 members of the Alumnae were present at the annual graduation dinner
to honour the 53 members of this year’s graduating class.   

The dinner was held at Fischer’s Hotel.  

Mary Fitzgerald ’47, Alumnae president, spoke to them on the Nightingale Pledge.  
During the evening, Elizabeth Quinn ’20 was presented with a life membership in appreciation 

on her long, faithful and generous service. 

Class of 1951 at the Graduation Dinner 

Barbara     Audrey         Kathryn          Elsie

Gillies        Graham       Langford      Robertson 



Prize Winners for the class of 1951

Louise Meyer Scholarship for post graduate work in Nursing Education

Effie Brown Scholarship for post graduate work in Nursing Education

Joyce Hotchin prize for General Proficiency

Aileen McPhail prize for efficiency in Bedside Nursing 

Thelma Taylor prize for Medical Nursing and Examination

Eva Neal prize for Obstetrical Nursing and Examination

Dorothy Davey prize for Surgical Nursing and Examination

Agnes Wurzer prize for Gynecological Nursing and Examination

Bernice Gerhart prize for Paediatric Nursing and Examination

Evelyn Crocker prize for Anatomy and Physiology

Marion Le Sueur prize for Examination and Nursing in Diseases of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat

Barbara Dedrick prize for Pathology and Examination

Barbara Ward prize for Public Health Nursing

Geraldine Smith Canadian Nurse Award for Professional Development

Lillian Madej 52 prize for Highest Standing in Theory – Intermediate Year

Dorothy Gibson ’53         prize for Highest Standing in Theory – Junior Year 



Edith         Elizabeth         Mary             Doris

Galloway’20   Quinn’20   Fitzgerald’47  Crossley’32

At the Graduation dinner ’51, Elizabeth Quinn ’20 

was  presented with a lifetime membership in the Nurses Alumnae

GRADUATION DINNER 1951

Annual Graduation Dinner given by the 

St Joseph School of Nursing Alumnae 

Edith Firmi ‘51

Archive Committee was established in 1994

Margaret Brown Binkley ’53, Edith Fumi Stewart  ’51 and Frances Twist Simpson  ’45 

were the first members of the committee 

Margaret Brown ‘53 Frances Twist ‘45

Left to Right : 

Sr. Patricia Hanlon ’50, Lorraine Jensen McMillan ’51,

Joyce Hotchin Skuse ’51, Eva Neal Staneff ’51, 

Marion Fletcher Spencer ’51, Marion LeSueur Anderson ‘51 



Winnie Walker’47      Sister Mary Daniel’47            Eva Neal Staneff’51

Head Nurse O.R.             Supervisor O.R.            Head Nurse O.R. / Educator

Eva Neal Staneff ‘51

Eva Neal was a graduate of St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in the class of 1951.  

She worked in the O.R. in the John Street Building as Head Nurse. 

She then continued in that position when the new O.R. opened in the Mary Grace Wing in 1962. 

Eva later spent time working as Manager of the Sterile Processing Department. 

Marion LaSueur was a graduate of St Joseph School of Nursing, with the class of 1951. 

She worked in the Operating Room and was an excellent O.R. nurse. 

Marion was the instructor for the St Joseph nursing students in the mid 1950s. 

She was expecting her 3rd child when her husband passed away. 

Sister Virginia offered her the position of “Registrar” for the School of Nursing, tailored to her home needs.  

Sister Virginia sent Marion to workshops to develop the position of Registrar, a first for St Joseph’s School of Nursing. 

She was dedicated to this position, had a good sense of humour, was compassionate to the students. 

She was a hard worker and kept the enrolment high. 

As Registrar, she organized the assessment for admission to the programme.

Later, she would measure students for uniform. 

She continued on in the role of Registrar until the fall of 1973 when it was announced that the community colleges 

would take over diploma nursing education.

Marion went to teach the RNA programme when she left St. Joseph’s.

Marion LaSueur

a.k.a. Mrs Langballe
Marion Langballe

with class of 1971A on their 1st day

Mrs Langballe

Reunion Day 2017

Margaret Simpson Rizzo ‘58

Muriel Simpson Murphy ‘51

Jane Simpson O’Brien ‘49

Eva Neal ‘51



January 1959
Annual Tea sponsored by St Joseph’s Hospital Alumnae was held on Sunday afternoon.

Left to right                         Aileen McPhail ’51,
Mrs Cecil Walt (Dorothy Battersby ’50)         President of the Alumnae
Elizabeth Quinn ‘20
Mrs Austin Callaghan  (Illa Van Horne ’50 )   Convenor

Aileen McPhail ’51
Aileen was a graduate of the class of 1951

She held many position in the Nurses Alumnae 
Publicity Convenor for the Alumnae in 1953 – 1954

President of the Alumnae from 1955 – 1956
Representative to the Canadian Nurse in 1963 – 1964

Advisory Board from 1964 – 1965

Recording Secretary from 1965 – 1966

Advisory Board from 1966 – 1967

Reunion Day 2018

Reunion Day 2016

Eva Neal Staneff ’51 Muriel Simpson Murphy ‘51

Louise Meyer Ormond ‘51

Reunion Day 2019

Phyllis Pomponi Mancini ‘50   Clara Mazza Wallman ‘50   Marion Fletcher Spencer ‘51

Pat Laflamme Savelli ‘57   Maureen Arbour Radigan ‘57 





Maternity Wing

May 24, 1951

New Maternity wing was opened. 
It was 4 times the size of the Casa Maria located on Charlton Avenue and was built in an L-shape

around the Casa Maria. 
Patient accomodation was now 457 and 102 bassinettes. 

The Casa Maria building was demolished. 

The new maternity and gynecological wing was officially opened May 24, 1951
by His Excellency, Bishop Ryan. 

Following the opening ceremonies, the guests toured the new wing, guided by the staff nurses. 
The event closed with tea in the nurses cafeteria. 

Sister M. Geraldine said the site of the Casa Maria will be used for parking. 
Cost of the new maternity wing was $1,000,000 

Mary Margaret George ’53

Presented the scissors to Bishop Ryan 

for the ribbon cutting  

1951

Alumnae members in full graduation uniform 

gave tours of the new maternity wing when it 

opened. 


