
REUNION DAY 2021

CLASS OF 1956

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS



GRADUATION May 30, 1956



FEBRUARY CLASS 1956 Home for the next 3 years

February 9, 1953

Judith Laurie ‘56Helen Crotty ‘56

First Pay   $6.00      February 1954

Irene MacInnis



February Class 1956

Class of 1956

Jeanette     Joan     Mary Ann    Helen

Beemer   Pearce    Turcotte    Crotty 



February Class 1956

Tribute to Reverend Anthony J. O. O’Brien

Written by Cecilia Flanagan ‘56 



Judith Laurie ‘56 & Helen Crotty ‘56

Mary Rajda

CAPPING ----- May 28, 1953

Judy Laurie

Helen Crotty,  Betty Blair 



1956 Ward assignments were reduced from 12 hours to 8 hour shifts, initiated with the class of 1958. 

Second year students were off the wards for longer periods  with no commitment to service. 

All formal classes were completed in the first two years. 

The third year was dedicated to service. 

On the steps at Marygrove 1954

Helen Crotty

Mary Rajda, Betty Blair, Helen Crotty 

Mary Rajda & Helen Crotty

Helen Crotty & Judy Laurie

Mary Rajda

Betty Blair 

Mary Rajda,  Irene MacInnis

Sister Virginia, Director of the School of Nursing,  was instrumental in obtaining more educational class time for the nurses

and the hiring of more clinical instructors.

Instructors were sent to University for Diplomas in Nursing Education. 

More qualified teachers became available for clinical teaching. 

A great deal of the teaching took place in the hospital setting.



Mary Rajda, Helen Crotty, Cathy Moore, Marion Morden Judy Laurie 

with the Statue at Marygrove 

Helen Crotty

Marygrove

Sister Edna,   Sister Caroline ’59   
Sister Rita Wiggins ’54,   Sister Benigna



Judy Laurie

Renovations were done to Marygrove 

Irene MacInnis

Helen Crotty



SEPTEMBER CLASS 1956

Sister Eileen Morrissey ’56  (a.k.a. Sister Raymond Marie ‘56)

& Sister Dorothy Goetz ’73

at the 100 year celebration Alumnae School of Nursing 2015

Sister St. John ‘56



September Class 1956

15th Anniversary Blue Cross Hospital Plan

Joanne Dwyer ’56,  Arlene Chalka ‘56 

Mary Alice Thompson,  Carol Irvine



September Class 1956

Constance Cicero ‘56 explains the croupette to

Mrs W. Weaver President of the Hospital Auxillary



September Class 1956

Fire Drill Instruction 1955

Helen Stepnik ‘56  Margaret Candler ‘56  Dena Tonelli ‘57



September Class 1956

Greetings to our 1956 Graduates

From the Sisters of St Joseph’s Hospital



Mary Smith ‘56

Christmas 1955

Class of 1956-----Christmas 1953

Patricia        Barbara      Zaiga      Arlene     Mary

Boyington       Brown    Gerdels     Chalka    Smith

Rita Mills’56   Norma Jerome’56

Christmas 1953

In the morning the new nurses in training were given their caps, 
and also a Christmas surprise of a week’s holidays 

and in the evening they presented a delightful concert of 
Christmas numbers in the Nurses Residence.

Christmas Concert     December 19, 1955

Invitation from the class of 1958

Christmas Concert        December 19, 1955



Joanne Brown ‘56

Christmas 1954

Mary Rajda

Betty Blair, Cathy Moore, Mary Rajda



“Must look fresh 

as the day starts”

“At Prayer”

“Classroom study fills days”

“Breakfast 

comes next”

“Off duty” “Free time”

“Practical experience is vital”

“Gail Chapman, formerly of Hamilton and now of California has returned here for nursing 

training and is now in her second year at St Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing.

The Hamilton Spectator offers a pictorial essay on a day in her busy life.” 

Mr. & Mrs. L. K.  Chapman came from 

California to attend the graduation 

exercises of their daughter Gail chapman. 

Published in the Hamilton Spectator 1955

A Day in the Life of a Student Nurse

Gail Chapman ‘56



On the stairs of Marygrove

1st Year Done  ---- February 9, 1954

Ready for Dinner

Going Shopping

Mary Rajda, Mary Anne Turcotte 
Judy Laurie, Helen Crotty, Mary Rajda



Officers for the SODALITY 

Margaret Donnelly,  Anne LoSchiavo,  Marie Capponi

Mary Ann Smith, Ann MacNeil

Religious Activities

Anne LoSchiavo’56

Vox Omnium Staff 1956

Editor                               Anne LoSchiavo ‘56

Assistant Editor               Gail Chapman ‘56

Circulation Manager      Barbara Brown ‘56

Class Representatives     Mary Radja ’56                  Margaret MacKenzie ‘56

Doreen Wohler ’57             Margaret Simpson ‘58

Photography                   Mary Anne Turcotte ’56      Pat Gordon ‘56

Lorraine Sharpe ’57            Marion McClymont ‘59

Vox Omnium  1956

Donated to the Alumnae by 

Sister Maris Stella ‘56



Student Council

President                          Norma Jerome ‘56

Vice President                  Lois Goodbrand ‘56

Secretary Treasurer        Carol Hoffman 57

Class Representatives      Betty Beatty ‘56 

Patricia LaFlamme ‘57

Anne Chambers 58

Advisor                           Mrs. D. Erb

Irene MacInnis & Mary Radja



Working on Maternity

Helen Crotty, Judy Laurie

2 am
Judy Laurie, Helen Crotty, Mary Rajda, Cathy Moore

Working Nights  January 1955

Mary Rajda, Helen Crotty, Judy Laurie 

BLACK BANDS   February 1955

Helen Crotty ‘56

Judy Laurie ‘56



BLACK  BANDS      

on the steps of Marygrove          February 1955

BACK ROW:        Betty Blair,  Judy Laurie

SECOND ROW:  Mary Rajda,  Irene MacInnis,  

Carole Karsten,  Marion Morden

THIRD ROW:     Wanda Mann,  Joan Pearce,  

Beverly Morton,  Helen Crotty,          

Marianne Turcott

FRONT ROW:    Jeanette Beemer,  Virginia Garbutt,  

Betty Bewley,  Kathy Moore,  

Josephine Luciani,  Margaret Halasz



BLACK BAND DANCE

BACK ROW: left to right

Carole Karsten, Helen Crotty, Judy Laurie, Wanda Mann, Josephine Luciani, Betty Bewley 

FRONT ROW: left to right

Mary Anne Turcott, Cathy Moore, Virginia Garbutt, Joan Pearce

BACK ROW: left to right          Irene MacInnis, Carole Karsten, Mary Radja, 

FRONT ROW: left to right       Cathy Moore, Mary Anne Turcott, Helen Crotty

Mary Radja

Mary Radja, Judy Laurie, Helen Crotty, Irene MacInnis

Norma Jerome ‘56



“We have our Pins”    October 1955

Irene MacInnis & Helen Crotty 

Helen Crotty & Judy Laurie

5 Months to go !!!

Betty Blair & Helen Crotty

Mary Radja

Carol Karsten

Out to Dinner before heading to New Toronto for Affiliation at the Ontario Hospital  

Carole Karsten’s Birthday 



Pat Gordon ‘56

Dierdre McCullagh ‘56

Jo Ann Brown ‘56

Betty Blair

Mary Anne Turcotte & Helen Crotty 

Betty Blair  &  Judy Laurie

Betty Blair

Helen Crotty

Mary Anne Turcotte

Affiliation at the Ontario Hospital in New Toronto

November & December ‘55 and January 1956

With nurses from St Joseph’s Sudbury 

and St Joseph’s Barrie 

Alma Culp ‘56

Janice Corbett ‘56

Helen Crotty & Judy Laurie

Mountain Sanatorium 

Mary Anne Turcott, Betty Blair

Helen Crotty , Judy Laurie 



Patricia LaFlamme ‘57

Gail Armstrong’58

Betty Ann Beaty’56

October  1956

Chrysanthemum Ball sponsored by St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae

was held in the Burgundy Room 

with music by  Morgan Thomas’ Orchestra. 

Convened by Miss Mary Boughner ‘48

Helen Crotty & Judy Laurie 
Betty Blair

Mary Anne Turcotte

Judy Laurie

Helen Crotty



Mary Radja  &  Irene MacInnis

FRONT ROW: Helen Crotty,  Betty Blair,  

MIDDLE ROW: Betty Bewley,  Carole Karsten

BACK ROW:  Virginia Garbutt,  Josephine Luciani,  

Marianne Turcott,  Beverly Morton  
Mary Radja,  Irene MacInnis,  Marion Morden,  Marg Halasz

Carole Karsten,  Bev Morton,  Wanda Mann

Helen Crotty,  Irene MacInnis,  

Betty Blair,  Cathy Moore, 

Judy Laurie

Virginia Garbutt,  Betty Bewley

Cathy Moore,  Jeanette Beamer.

Wanda Mann,  Joan Pearce



Valedictory Address  1956

Doreen Kelly ‘56

Doreen Kelly

Norma Jerome 

Graduation ceremonies were held on Wednesday May 25, 1956 at Cathedral Girls High School
Dr. W.P. Downes, chief of staff at St Joseph’s Hospital was the chairman for the event and in complimenting the  nursing school and staff, 
paid tribute to the excellent work being done by the Sisters of St. Joseph. In the last year, 60,602 patients had received treatment in the 
hospital while the total of 4,503 babies in the maternity hospital was a record among Ontario hospitals, all mothers going home well. 

Doreen Kelly was the Valedictorian

His Excellency The Most Reverend Joseph P. Ryan, Bishop of Hamilton presented Diplomas and Pins to the 88 graduates of the class of 1959. 
Other speakers included His Worship Mayor Jackson, Wm. R. Love M.D., President of the Hamilton Academy of Medicine 

and Mr J.M. Pigott, Chairman of the Hospital Advisory board. 

“Graduation”

By Anne LoSchiavo ‘56



Glimpses of Graduation Day

Pomp and Circumstance

Marie Capponi ‘56  and Rae Stuart ‘56

Judy Laurie 

Helen Crotty



Rae Stuart ‘56, Joan Mutch ‘56, Doreen Duncan ‘55, Audrey Bull ‘54

PRIZE WINNERS 1956

Audrey Bull Reg. N. ’54             Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Doreen Duncan Reg. N. ’55       Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Joan Mutch ’56 Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Rae Stuart ‘56 Prize for Highest Standing in Theory – Senior Year

Sandra Stawiany ’57                  Prize for Highest Standing in Theory – Intermediate Year

Charlotte Judson ’58                 Prize for Highest Standing in Theory – Junior Year 

Graduation Wednesday May 30, 1956

Educational Scholarship of $500 sponsored by the Nurses Alumnae 

was won by Miss Doreen Duncan ’55

Graduation dinner was held in June in the Sheraton Room

Graduation dance, convened by Shirley Quance Rumbles ‘52 and sponsored by the Nurses Alumnae 

was held in the Crystal Room  with  twelve piece John Kostigan’s Orchestra ( profit $190.00)

Graduation Dinner and Dance

Was held on June 13, 1956 at the Royal Connaught Hotel

The Nurses Alumnae sponsored the evening for the graduation class of 1956.

They enjoyed a sumptuous dinner and later danced to the heavenly music of John Kostigan’s Orchestra.

Dr Hudecki captivated his audience with an enjoyable and hilarious discourse on “Man – the Weaker Sex”

Other speakers were Miss Aileen MacPhail ‘51, president of the nurses alumnae and Miss Marjorie Donovan 

‘50 who toasted the graduates. 

The nurses alumnae presented each graduate with a silver bracelet with the hospital crest 

Written by Patricia Gordon ‘56

Graduation Tea

By Barbara Brown ‘56



Dr. W.P.Downes, chief of medical staff St Joseph’s Hospital 

Mrs. Charles McLean of Toronto – 1st woman to head the

Ontario Hospital Association

Mrs. Charles McLean of Toronto, President of the Ontario Hospital Association addressed the graduates.
“In the practice of your profession, you may be led into many different paths, but always it will be you who will decide how 

generously and completely you will give of the power that is within you.”
“The path of service is not always easy, but it is always a challenge.”

She reminded the young nurses that into their hands will be given the care of the physically sick and the mentally weary.
”You will be called upon to keep long and silent vigial at the bedside of those who strive to live and sometimes 

even the will to live will have to be supplied by you.  

TRIBUTE

Written by the graduating class 1956



Irene MacInnis

DeCoste ‘56

Irene MacInnes DeCoste is a graduate of the class of 1956. 

She worked private duty for 1 year after graduation and returned to 

St. Joseph in 1957. 

She was working on “C” floor and was approached by Sister Virginia. 

Sister Virginia was setting up an Innovative Health Program for the staff 

and asked Irene if she would head it up. Irene said no but after being 

asked again by Sister Virginia she agreed. 

The program was for students and then expanded to include the hospital 

staff. Her 1st office was in the trunk room in Undermount with no 

windows. The department moved to”C” floor with 2 rooms, then to the 

John Street corridor and finally to Fontbonne

She wrote her exams for Certification as an Occupational Health Nurse. 

The hospital separated the program. She worked with Dr McHarg with 

the staff, processing many Workman’s Compensation Cases. 

Dr Rizzo and Lena Meehan looked after the students. 

Irene retired April 30, 1996. 

Lena Meehan & Dr Rizzo 

Dr. McHarg

Ann LoSchiavo

Shurter ‘56

Ann LoSchiavo Shurter ’56

1970 – 1972 Ann was 1st Vice-President of the Nurses Alumnae 

1972 – 1973 She was President of the Alumnae

Ann                  Sister Mary          Eva Neal         Winnifred

LoSchiavo ‘56        Daniel ‘47           Staneff ‘51       Walker ’47

O.R.Instructor O.R.Supervisor Head Nurse     Head Nurse

1962    Mary Grace Wing O.R.

Irene MacInnis

January 1956

Membership tea was initiated to increase membership in the Alumnae. 

Membership tea, convened by Miss Mary Lapinski ‘48, was held in the Reception Room of Undermount. 

Reverend Sister Mary Grace and Reverend Sister Mary Bonaventure were in attendance.

Membership Tea
Alumnae President:
Mrs Russell Fletcher (Ila “Dixie” Watts ’47)

Social Convenor:  
Mrs Thomas Radigan (Maureen Arbour ’57)



Sister Maris Stella

a.k.a.   Sister Ann Marsball ‘56

1950    Ann entered the Sisters of St. Joseph, and was known as Sister Maris Stella. 

1953    She completed the Novitiate and began studies in the Nursing Program at St. Joseph’s in Hamilton.

1956    She graduated from St Joseph’s School of Nursing. Sister Maris Stella supervised the Pediatric ward when she was not the Night Supervisor. 

1964    Sister earned her B.Sc.N. in Nursing Education at University of Western Ontario. 

1964-1966    Following Vatican 2, Sister returned to her baptismal name “Ann” and was appointed to the staff of the School of Nursing.

1966-1969    She was the Assistant Director at St. Joseph School of Nursing, Hamilton.  

1969-1972     She was the Director at St. Joseph School of Nursing, Hamilton.  

1972-1980    She was elected 1st Councillor to the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph, Hamilton.      

1980-1989    Sister was elected General Superior of the Sisters of St. Joseph, Hamilton

1990 Sister Ann was missioned in Annotto Bay, St. Mary’s Parish, in Jamaica. She worked to educate children who did not have an opportunity to go to                 

school, visited the sick and was responsible for creating appropriate housing for destitute men and women. 

2007 She returned to Canada. 

She has been a volunteer at St. Brigid’s School, an inner city school in Hamilton. 

2014 Sister Ann Marshall was honoured by Pope Francis with the Pro  Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross Medal.

(Latin for the Church and the Pope).  It is also known as the “Cross of Honour”. 

It is currently given for distinguished service to the church by lay people and clergy.

It is the highest medal that can be awarded to the laity by the Papacy

Sister Ann Marshall’s legacy includes: 

➢ Updating the school uniform.

➢ Revamping the 3 year nursing diploma program.

➢ Instrumental in developing the 2 year program for classes of over 100 

students. 

➢ Introduced Independent Individualized Learning Programs.

➢ Introduced male students in the School of Nursing in 1964. 

➢ Introduced student representatives on the Board of the School of 

Nursing.

➢ Introduced Liberal Arts into the program through Mohawk College.

➢ Introduced Audio-Visual teaching tools into the program. 

Sister Ann Marshall ’56 gave the opening Grace

Reunion Day 2018

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clergy


Sister Maris Stella

a.k.a.   Sister Ann Marsball ‘56

Article  published in the Hamilton Spectator 1994

Sister Ann Marshall return from Jamaica

1990 Published in the St Joe’s “Monitor

Ann Kennedy was born in Owen Sound Ontaro. 

Ann attended Branksome Hall in Toronto and spent summers at Camp Kitchikewana on 

Beausoleil Island as a lifeguard and counsellor.

She graduated from St Joseph School of Nursing in the class of 1956.

She worked at RCA, the General and Marine Hospital in Owen Sound, St Michaels Hospital in 

Toronto, as well at healthcare facilities in Hamilton including St Joseph’s Hospital, St Peter’s 

and Chedoke Hospital

She was well-respected for her very special skills and the kind care she provided to children, the aging

and the many patients she treated in orthopaedic and neurological rehabilitation. 

A practicing member of the Catholic Community, Ann participated in parish life at Our Lady of 

Assumption Church  in Elfrida Ontario as well as at Regina Mundi in Hamilton Ontario where she 

blended faith and nursing to help create the pastoral care program. 

She also worked for a period of time counselling mothers and their families through the 

Catholic Children’s Aid Society. 

Ann was an avid reader, gardener, and community volunteer

She was intelligent, curious, hardworking a defender and supporter of those less fortunate. 

Ann Kennedy ‘56

Sister Evelyn Riordan ‘54       Sister Maris Stella ‘56



REUNIONS

Irene MacInnis, Wanda Mann, Joan Pearce
Cathy Moore, Marion Morden, Helen Crotty

TOP ROW:  Virginia Garbutt,  Judy Laurie,  Carole Karsten

MIDDLE ROW:  Bev Morton,  Mary Anne Turcotte,  Irene MacInnis

FRONT ROW:  Joan Pearce, Helen Crotty,  Kathy Moore,  Wanda Mann

Wanda Mann,  Joan Pearce,  Bev Morton

Betty Blair,  Bev Morton,  Wanda Mann,  

Josephine Luciani,  Helen Crotty 

BACK ROW: Marianne Turcotte, Joan Pearce, Helen Crotty

FRONT ROW: Kathy Moore, Mary Rajda, 

Virginia Garbutt, Josephine Luciani

Kathy Moore, Virginia Garbutt, Wanda Mann



Virginia Garbutt,  Bev Morton, 

Joan Pearce,  Kathy Moore 

BACK ROW:  Jeanette Beemer,  Kathy Moore,  Joan Pearce

FRONT ROW:  Virginia Garbutt,  Bev Morton

Irene MacInnis,  Jeanette Beemer,  Helen Crotty

Irene MacInnis,  Helen Crotty,  

Mary Anne Turcotte, Carole Karsten
Judy Laurie,  Helen Crotty,  

Mary Anne Turcotte,  Carole Karsten

Helen Crotty, Joan Pearce, Bev Morton

Jeanette Beemer, Virginia Garbutt, Bev Morton 



Virginia Garbutt,  Kathy Moore ,  Helen Crotty,  Joan Pearce 

Carole Karsten,  Jeanette Beemer,  Virginia Garbutt    

Helen Crotty  Judy Laurie 

Helen Crotty,  Joan Pearce,  Kathy Moore,  Josephine Luciani

Maureen Arbour’57,  Cathy Fitzgerald’57,  Helen Crotty 

Marianne Turcotte, Virginia Garbutt, Jeanette Beemer 



BACK ROW:  Helen Crotty,  Joan Pearce,  Jeanette Beemer,  Kathy Moore  

FRONT ROW:  Mary Anne Turcotte,  Josephine Luciani,  Judy Laurie, Virginia 

Garbutt

Maureen Arbour’57,  Cathy Fitzgerald’57,  Helen Crotty

Judy Laurie, Helen Crotty 

Helen Crotty & Judy Laurie 

Irene MacInnis, Josephine Luciani, Kathy MooreReunion Day 2019

Sister Ann Marshall ‘56



Sister Ann Marshall ‘56,  Amelia Fronczak ‘69,

Sister Joan O’Sullivan ’43

Celebrating 100 Years St Joseph’s School of Nursing 2011

Sister Eileen Morrissey ’56

(a.k.a. Sister Raymond Marie ‘56)

Sister Dorothy Goetz ’73

at the Tea and Tour  at the Motherhouse 2011

Celebrating 100 years of the School of Nursing 

Helen Crotty, Irene MacInnis, Marianne Turcotte, Judy Laurie, 

Carole Karsten, Jeanette Beemer, Joan Pearce, Kathy Moore, Josephine Luciani

BACK ROW:  Helen Crotty,  Joan Pearce, Jeanette Beemer, Kathy Moore   

FRONT ROW:  Mary Anne Turcotte,  Josephine Luciani, Virginia Garbutt  

Bev Morton, Betty Bewley, Wanda Mann 



Helen Crotty ‘56

Prizewinner Reunion Day 2018
Reunion Day 2017

Sister Raymond Marie,  Marianne Turcotte,  Irene MacInnis,  Helen Crotty,  Judy Laurie

Reunion Day 2016

Sister Ann Marshall ‘56

Dorothy Gleed Marshall ‘46

Donna Devine Gravis ‘46

Class of 1956

Marianne Turcotte, Carol Karsten, Irene MacInnis,  Joan Pearce,  Judy Laurie

Material in this presentation was gathered from several sources.

-Vox Omnium Yearbook donated to the Alumnae from 

Sister Maris Stella ‘56  a.k.a. Sister Ann Marshall

-newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

-Alumnae Minutes & articles from the archives at the Motherhouse 

-photo album created by Judy Laurie ’56

-photos from reunion day celebrations

Special thanks to Helen Crotty ‘56 for providing the photo 

album and for identifying their classmates. 






