
REUNION DAY 2021

CLASS OF 1961

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS



“JUNIORS”

1st ROW:  Margaret Carmody, J. Button, Doreen Cowan, Nijola Latauskas, Kathleen Eedy, P. Guller, Edith Jamieson

2nd ROW: Kirsten Case, L. Ayotte, Julie Capriotti, Lenora Devine, Anna Marie Garvey, Carole Austin, Margaret Huppert, Mary Allen

3rd ROW:  Marilyn Cooke, Joyce Johnson, Sandra Chase, Elsie Csiczak, Carolyn Fletcher, Greta Baptist, Suzanne Davis, Janet Fenton

4th ROW:  H. Gordyn, Ruth Ann Gee, Catharine Farrell, Arlene Craig, Margaret Geiger, Lorraine Etchells, Diane Boychuk

Sister Mary Martha & Sister Mary Laurentia 

were graduates of the class of 1961

Mary Jane Noble ‘61

Sister Mary Martha

Sister Mary Laurentia



“JUNIORS” 

1st ROW:    Helen Reeker, M. Springer, N. Jones, Joanna Phillips, Joan Montgomery, Mary Jane Saunders, Donna Tier

2ND ROW:  Anne Stack, Jean Muir, Betty Ann Szacas, Barbara Warren, Valerie Warne, Edna Masur, C. Newberry, Eleanor Violino

3rd ROW:   Margaret Quinn, L. Mackie, Elizabeth Tucktie, Mary Jane Noble, Dale Robb, Rose Ann McSloy, Carol Penfold, Marilyn Todd

4th ROW:   Joanne Peacock, Barbara Wilcox, Ann Waldron, Joanne Reuter, J. Walker, Carol McKenna, S. Reed, Mary Ellen Reaume

Cathy Farrell,  Lorraine Etchells, 

Janet Fenton,  Ruth Ann Gee,  Arlene Craig 

Greta Baptist,  Cathy Farrell,  

Doreen Cowan,  Barb Warren 



Anne Waldron,  Mrs Baron,  Valerie Warne 

Joanne Reuter ‘61

Anne Stack,  Betty Szacas,  Margaret Geiger 

Halloween Party      October 30, 1958

Given for the entire student body by the pre-clinical class.

A lunch was served by the refreshment committee 

under the direction of Carolyn Fletcher ‘61 

Janet Fenton & Barb Warren

Joan Montgomery

Margaret Geiger

Elizabeth Tuchtie



Sister Mary Grace, superintendent of the Hospital, 

said the plan would be used in the event 

of an atomic attack, but we are 

chiefly concerned with the possibility 

of a civilian catastrophe. 

It could come from a hurricane, 

a serious train wreck or 

an industrial explosion.

Church of the Ascension on Charlton Ave is the key

to the disaster plan. 

The entire building is to be used as a 

receiving and immediate treatment centre. 

First phase calls for evacuation 

An elaborate call system set up for key persons 

outside the hospital are responsible to call in staff.

Nurses have been told their shift will last as long as 

the emergency does.

A medical team at the receiving door will split the 

patient stream directing first aid cases and those 

requiring serious treatment and those that are dead. 

Phase two is being worked out in conjunction with the 

civil defense authorities. 

They will provide 250 stretchers to be disposed of in 

corridors and in the many tunnels under the hospital. 

THE DISASTER PROGRAM

Student nurses participated in a disaster programme.

Class of 1961 acted as patients and could be seen walking with cratches, 

& name tags. Less fortunate4 patients were D.O.A. and were carried on 

stretchers in the Church of the Ascension.  

Edith Jamieson, Greta Baptist, Carole Penfold

Peggy Gullett, Kay Eedy, Donna Tier

Hamilton fireman demonstrates a 

dive from a high window at 

St Joseph’s Hospital

into a life net being held 

by his comrades during 

the hospital’s emergency drill



“PROBIES”

TOP ROW:  Mary Ellen Reaume, Anne Stack, Kirsten Case, 

Lorraine Etchells, Marilyn Cook, Janet Fenton, Sue Davis

MIDDLE ROW:  Arlene Craig, Betty Anne Szacas

FRONT ROW:  Joyce Johnson, Ruth Ann Gee 

Cathy Farrell & Doreen Cowan

Carol McKenna,

Kristen Case,  

Anne Waldron,  

Doreen Cowan 

Jean Muir,  Anne Waldron,  Doreen Cowan,  Carol McKenna 

Edith Jamieson & Peggy Gallett



Donna Tier,  Carol McKenna,  Suzanne Davis,  Valerie Warne,  

Margaret  Carmody,  Doreen Cowan Mary Ellen Reaume Ruth Gee,  Marilyn Cooke,  Lorraine Etchells,  Rose McSloy ,  

Donna Tier,  Arlene Craig,  Betty Szacas Sue Davis  

Rose McSloy giving 1st needle to Mary Noble  

“CAPPING”      December 19, 1958

Joyce Johnson, Sandra Chase, Ann Waldron, 

Ruth Ann Gee, Joan Montgomery

January 1961, Lois Ayotte left the School of Nursing

to enter the convent of St Joseph’s
Lois Ayotte



December 14, 1958 

Christmas Caroling at the House of Providence

then touring the hospital on Christmas 

Christmas boxes to needy families in the city

Everyone contributed.

Later they attended Midnight Mass 

Mary Piotrowski ‘59

Connie Carson ‘61



Christmas Concert   1959    was based around “The littlest Angel”

Between scenes, were piano solos by Marilyn Cooke’61, Joanne Peacock’61 and Janet Walker,

A clarinet duet by Laurie Etchells’61 and Joyce Johnson’61.

Solos by Gerry Duc and Sandra Chase’61 and several other selections by the choir

directed by Helen Reeker and accompanied by Julie Capriotti

The closing scene was highlighted by the presentation of the Nativity scene 

and Cathy Farrell’61 singing “O Holy Night” 

Donna Tier ‘61

Christmas Concert 

Janet Fenton & Kay Eedy



Greta Baptist, Kay Eedy, Kristen Case 

Barb Warren, Janet Fenton, Greta Baptist, Margaret Carmody 

Peggy Gullett 

Joanne Phillips



STUDENT COUNCIL 1958 – 1959

STANDING: Isobel Kerr ‘60, Catherine Farrell ‘61, Judith LaPierre’60

SEATED: Ann Wilson ‘60, Beverly Patterson ‘59, Gwen Stockdale’60

STUDENT COUNCIL 1961

SEATED: Catherine Farrell ‘61, Donna Tier ‘61 – President, Valerie Warne ’61

STANDING: Barbara hudecki ‘63, Stephanie Gabriel ‘62, Mary Jessop ‘62, Lois Balfe ‘62,

ABSENT: Mary Ellen Reaume ‘61

STUDENT COUNCIL 1960

TOP ROW: Donna Tier ‘61 – Treasurer, Valerie Warne ‘61, Cathy Farrell ‘61 - 2nd Vice President, 

Suzanne Neubauer ’62, Jessie MacMillan ’60

SEATED: Isabel Kerr ‘60 – 1st Vice president, Linda Bergstrand ‘60, Judy LaPierre ‘60

Joanne Peacock ‘61, Jessie MacMillan ‘60, Eleanor Violino ‘61

Mary Ellen Reaume ‘61



Sister Mary Austin ‘43



SOCIAL COMMITTEE  1961

Mary Jane Ryan ‘63, Joanne Reuter ’61 – Social Convener,

Lindy Fletcher ‘61, Susan Smith ‘62

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 1960

Lois Balfe ‘62, Carol Nichol ‘60 – Chairman, Carolyn Fletcher ‘61

Greta Baptist ‘61, Edna Masur ‘61, Suzanne Davis ‘61

Barbara Wilcox ‘61, Daryl Walker ‘60, Rose McSloy ‘61

SUMO

STANDING:  Dale Robb ‘61, Josephine Stutz ‘63

SEATED: Ann Waldron ‘61, Constance Burns ‘61

Mary Buck ‘56, Mrs Dorothy Harrod Rowe ‘45, Mary Boughner ‘48



INSTRUCTORS 1959 – 1960             1st year

SEATED:       Doreen Duncan ‘55, Pat LaFlamme ‘57, L. MacKenzie, Teresa Malone ‘56

STANDING: Mary Boughner ‘48, Betty MacInnes ‘53, Marie MacDonald, D. Rowe, 

Marie Andreychuk’54, Jennie Vacola ‘54, Violet Jennings’38

YEARBOOK STAFF 1959 - 1960

Joanne Natolochny’59, Vivian Weston ‘59, 

Patricia Bertoni ‘60, Lorraine Etchells ‘61 YEARBOOK STAFF 1961

Barb Mulholland ’62, Peggy Gullett ‘61 – Editor, 

Shirley Hopkins ‘63, Constance Burns ‘61



INSTRUCTORS 1960         2nd year

TOP ROW:   Mary Boughner ‘48, Mrs Dorothy Harrod Rowe ‘45, Mrs M. MacDonald, Jennie Vacola ‘54, 

Marie Andreychuk ’54,  Violet Jennings ‘38, Miss C Kussten

BOTTOM ROW:  Frances Ciancone ‘57,  Irene MacInnis DeCoste ‘56, Doreen Duncan ‘55, 

Pat LaFlamme Savelli ‘57, Lorraine Luca ‘57,  Teresa Malone ‘56,  Mary Buck ‘56 

Donna Tier & Marilyn Cooke 

INSTRUCTORS 1961

FIRST ROW:  Frances Giancone ‘57,  Irene MacInnis DeCoste ‘56,  Carole Karsten ‘56,  Loretta Salcicolli ‘58, 

Teresa Malone ‘56,  Joan LaFortune ‘58,  Marie Yakimoff ’54

SECOND ROW: Sally Robey ‘58, Mrs Meehan,  Madeline Rowe ‘58,  Violet Jennings ‘38,  Anne LoSchiavo ‘56, 

Doreen Duncan ‘55,  Carol Anne Vair ‘60,  Shirley Wray ‘55,  Helen Mauro ‘58
Ann Waldron ‘61, Cathy Farrell ‘61





BLACK BANDS 

It was planned as a surprise but we all suspected this day we would receive our black bands which would distinguish us as seniors

Sister Virginia placed a black band on each cap.  Our smiling class of seniors entered the cafeteria for supper  

Carol McKenna ‘61

Kay Eedy & Janet Fenton

Kay Eedy ‘61 Kathleen Eedy, Barbara Warren, Doreen Cowan 

Janet Fenton ‘61

Helen Reeker & Linda Mackie

Greta Baptist,  Lindy Fletcher, 

Sue Davis



BLACK BAND DANCE

St Joseph’s School of Nursing 

annual Black Band Dance 

was held on Saturday August 5, 1960 

in the Gold Room at Prudhommes.

Music was by Ron Metcalfe and his orchestra.

Dress was semi-formal

Chrysanthemum Ball        October 1960

This is an annual event given by the St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae’s

Only senior students as invited. 

It was held in the Burgundy Room of the Fisher Hotel, dancing to the music of Jim Begg’s Orchestra.

The theme was “Harvest Time”. 

Corsages were sold at the door.  

Kirsten Case ‘61

“Our Florists”

Judy Flynn ‘62       Carolyn Petts ‘62 



Friday November 4, 1960

Catholic members of the class of 1961 in blue & white 

uniforms went to the Motherhouse

They wee greeted by Mother Alacoque and the postulans.   

They enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch  & a sing song 

around the piano.

They went to the chapel for Holy Hour. 

Rose Anne McSloy ‘61

A weekly class with Father Beaudry of religious instructions 

Geraldine Duc ‘61

Father R. C. Johnston guided the students in their Annual Retreat 

Through the 3 days of silence, prayer and meditation Father directed our 

thoughts to the past, present and future. 

The day began with morning prayers, meditation, Mass & Holy 

Communion. It continued with 5 scheduled conferences with free time 

between for spiritual reading, meditation and of course coffee time. 

Each evening the exercises closed with Benediction 

and recitation of the Rosary   

Mary Ellen Reaume ‘61



Rhapsody in Blue

Rhapsody In Blue

RHAPSODY IN BLUE

Annual Ball held at the Royal Connaught Hotel

To the music of Ron Metcalf’s Orchestra 

Receiving line included 

Donna Tier ‘61 – President of the Student Council

Joanne Reuter ‘61 – President of the social committee

Madeline Rowe ‘58 – Student Council Advisor 

Julie Capriotti ‘61



Sunday December 18, 1960

The whole school assembled in the Auditorium for the 1st evening capping ceremony.

We recited the Jeanne Mance Pledge.

The junior class of 1963 received their caps from Sister Superior – Sister St. Paul and Sister Virginia

Senior students gave each member of the junior class a Florence Nightingale lamp 

and lit it with a taper.

The intermediate class of 1962 received their year pins. 

The senior class of 1961 received their school rings presented by Sister Virginia. 

A social time with a sing – song and congratulations completed the evening 

Doreen Cowan ‘61



Reception Room in Undermount

for Mother Father Daughter Banquet

April 25, 1961

Mother Father Daughter Banquet was held in the Crystal Ballroom at the Royal Connaught Hotel 

Members of the graduating class greeted parents at Undermount, presenting corsages & boutonierres to them.

Tables in the Crystal Ballroom were decorated with red roses, caps & diplomas.

Seated at the Head Table were Carolyn Fletcher, Donna Tier, Mary Ellen Reaume accompanied by their parents. 

Also at the Head Table were Reverend Father Beaudry, Reverend Father Pocock, Mrs John McHale Jr. & Miss M. Rowe.

Reverend Father Beaudry asked blessing before dinner & Mr. Fletcher gave a toast to the Queen.

Following the meal, Reverend Father Pocock proposed a toast to the parents and Mr Tier responded

Mr. Fenton gave a toast to the Graduating and Miss Sue Davis responded 

Mrs McHale the guest speaker, chose as her topic “Time on our hands” & encouraged us 

to make good use of our leisure time & our profession. 

Benediction was given by Reverend Father Beaudry

We then lingered, introducing our parents to our friends. 

Sister Virginia ‘45, and our classmates Sister Mary Laurentia ‘61 and Sister Mary Martha ‘61 were unable to attend. 

Carolyn Fletcher ‘61



May 17, 1961              Black Band Dance

The annual RED ROSE BALL was held in the auditorium of Cathedral Girls High School

As the graduating class pf 1961 entered,  red roses were pinned on the bibs of the school uniform by their escorts.

Dance music was provided by the Wally Mack orchestra.  

Thanks were given to the members of the class of ‘62 & ‘63 for making the evening enjoyable 

Donna Tier ‘61, Fran Fraser ‘60,  Peggy Gullett ‘61, Arlene Craig ‘61

Peggy Gullett was chosen Red Rose Queen with Arlene Craig & Donna Tier as princesses.

Peggy was crowned by Fran Fraser, Red Rose Queen of the class of 1960 

Pegggy received an engraved silver tray and Arlene & Donna received charm bracelets 



May 3, 1961

Annual Alumnae Banquet was held in the Crystal Ballroom of the Royal Connaught Hotel

Each member of the graduating class received a red carnation with gold ribbon signifying the school colours.

Before dinner there was a toast to the Alma Mater, St Joseph’s School of Nursing

Nrs Newman, the Alumnae President, greeted the class 

Marilyn Cooke ‘61 gave the response for the class

During the evening, there was the appointment of the officers of the Alumnae for 1961.

Roll call ws taken of the different classes from 1915 to 1961

There was a draw for prizes donated by Roy Meehan & Bob Gallaway of the “Tuck Shop”

Winners of the prizes were Nijole Latauskas, Sandra Chase, Anne Marie Garvey & May Jane Noble. 

Guest speaker for the evening was Dr Williams, Medical Director of St Joseph’s Hospital,

outlining the new addition to the hospital. 

CLASS OF 1961 OFF TO GRADUATION DINNER

Officers of the Alumnae for 1961

President:             Mrs R.C. Newman (Elisabeth Herrod ’47)
Vice President:   Mrs Russell Fletcher (Ila “Dixie” Watts ’47)

Mrs Dante Savelli (Patricia LaFlamme ’57)
Treasurer:           Mrs Austin Callaghan (Illa Van Horne ’50) 
Corresponding Secretary:       Sally Robey ‘28
Recording Secretary:                Mrs Alistair Rumbles (Shirley Quance ’52)

$1000 for building fund for Sister Mary Grace Wing
presented to Dr K. Williams at the banquet



May 10, 1961

Annual R.N.A.O. Tea  was held in the Auditorium of St Joseph’s Hospital. 

It included the graduating classes from McMaster University, 

Hamilton General Hospital and St Joseph’s Hospital  

RETREAT   May 13 & 14, 1961

Last night together for the class of 1961
Geraldine Duc, Margaret Carmody, Arlene Craig, Cathy Farrell,

Kathleen Eedy, Betty Ann Szacas

Peggy Gullett

Miss LaFlamme, Jackie Button, Margaret Carmody



GRADUATION

Thursday May 25, 1961



Graduation Breakfast

Mary Ellen Reaume, Kay Eedy, Joan Montgomery, Margaret Geiger



GRADUATION DAY

5:30 am      we were awake                    6:15 am      roll call taken

We proceeded to the beautifully decorated chapel.   Reverend Father Beaudry offered High Mass

Breakfast in the cafeteria – each place mat had an engraved red leather photo album given to the class by the Sisters of St Joseph

After breakfast we visited Sister Mary Virginia (Director of Nursing) & Sister Mary Austin (Director of Nursing Education)

They were both unable to attend the graduation due to illness

1 pm          we filed into 2 buses and were driven to Cathedral Girls High School. We then put on our bibs and aprons and each 

was given a cascade of roses. Procession down the centre aisle of the auditorium to “Land of Hope and Glory”

We ascended the platform & took our places. 

We descended the stairs, shook hands with Bishop Ryan & grasped our diplomas. We crossed in front of the platform,  

received our pins & again took out places on stage. 

As the program ended we joined in the singing of “God Save The Queen”

A reception followed

Carol Penfold ‘61



GRADUATION 1961

Dr. A.C. Johnson. President of the Medical Staff of St Joseph’s Hospital was the chairman for the graduation exercises. 

Dr Johnson offered congratulations to the class for Sister Virginia who was ill & unable to attend.  

Bishop Ryan addressed the graduates . He then presented them with their diplomas & pins. 

His Worship mayor L.D. Jackson gave greetings to the graduating class.

Other speakers included Dr J.A. Lamont, President of the Hamilton Academy of Medicine,

Mr J.M. Pigott, Chairman of the Hospital Advisory Board and Reverend C.C. Ryan

School of Nursing Choir, was directed by Judy Ann Heaslip ‘62 & accompanied by Shirley Anne Hopkins ’63



Carolyn Fletcher ‘61, Patricia McCabe Reg. N. ‘60, Isabel Kerr Reg. N. ‘60

PRIZE WINNERS 1961

Patricia McCabe Reg. N. ’60 Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Isabel Kerr Reg. N. ’60 Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Carolyn Fletcher ’61 Prize for General Proficiency – Senior Year

Julianna Kostelny ’62 Prize for General Proficiency – Intermediate Year

Catherine Moor ’63 Prize for General Proficiency – Junior Year

Kay Eedy, Peggy Gullett, Donna Tier, Edith Jamieson



Ann Stack, Lindy Fletcher, Peggy Gullett, Carol Penfold

Peggy Gullett

Lorraine Etchells, Connie Burns, Diane Boychuk, 

Ruth Ann Gee 

Peggy Gullett ‘61, Judy LaPierre ‘60
Elsie Csiczak & Julie Capriotti



Sister Virginia Hanlon ‘45 & Kay Eedy ‘61

Carol Penfold



Eleanor Violino ‘61

Valedictorian

Sister Mary Virginia C.S.J.

Director of Nursing 



Friday May 26, 1961 

GRADUATION DANCE sponsored by the St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae.

It was held in the Starlight Room at Prudhommes Garden Centre

The theme was “MAYTIME”

The room was decorated with roses & lilacs.

WE danced to the mnusic of Ron Metcalfe. 

Sandra Chase 

Peggy Gullett



Reunion Day 2018





Peggy Gullett, Joanne Reuter, Joyce Johnson




